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“Caulfield Primary School is committed to respectful relationships amongst all community members” 

 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 

Tues 23rd  Online Parent Information Sessions Prep and Years 3/4 
Years 5/6 Growing Up Incursion 

 

Weds 24th  NO Prep students at school no 4 
District Swimming Carnival 

 

Thurs 25th  Online Parent Information Sessions Years 1/2 and 5/6  

Fri 26th  CPS Parents Morning Tea with coffee 
cart! 

9 – 
10am 

MARCH 2021 

Tues 2nd  Years 5/6 Growing Up Incursion  

Weds 3rd  Preps first Wednesday at CPS – Excursion to 
Fitnessworx 

 

Fri 5th  Years 12ABCDE excursion to the Botanic Gardens  

Mon 8th  Labour Day Public Holiday – NO students at school  

Tues 9th  CPS Pupil Free Day – NO students at school  

Fri 12th  Years 5/6 Growing Up Incursion 
PFC Annual General Meeting 

 
9am 

Tues 16th  Years 12ABCDE Minibeasts incursion  

Weds 17th  2021 School photos  

Fri 19th  CPS Cross Country  

Fri 26th  Years 5/6 Soccer Gala  

APRIL 2021 

Thurs 1st  LAST DAY OF TERM 1. 2.30 pick up please  

From the Principal 
Happy Lunar New Year 
Happy New Year to all our families who have been celebrating the Lunar 
New Year. While celebrations have been a little more subdued than usual 
due to the restrictions we’ve all been facing, we hope it’s been a special 
time for you anyway.  
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Congratulations Mrs Campbell & Mr Orr! 
Our congratulations go to our new PE teacher, Mr Orr, and his wife Sam on 

the birth of their daughter Abigail last week. This follows on 
from the birth in early January of Mrs Campbell’s son, 
Lachlan. All parents and babies are doing well! 
 
 

 
School Starts at 9.00am 
We seem to have a large number of children arriving at school after 9.00am. 
This not only impacts on their learning but creates an unnecessary burden 
on our Office staff who have to sign them in, as well as on their teachers and 
classmates who get disrupted every time another latecomer arrives. It’s easy 
to think a few minutes doesn’t matter, but it does! Please ensure that your 
children arrive at school between 8.50 and 9.00am.  

 
Home Learning @ CPS 
I’d just like to again congratulate our children and parents on the calm and 
supportive manner everyone dealt with the short period of lockdown which 
we experienced earlier this week. It was great welcoming our students back 
to school yesterday and we were reassured by the positive manner in which 
the absence from school was dealt with. In the big scheme of things, three 
days absence is not a life or death issue. The wellbeing of our children, 
families and staff is always our prime focus as without that being in a good 
state, academic learning is less likely to occur.  
 

Area Parent Information Sessions 
Next Week we have our Parent Information Sessions for each Area (When 
we use the term “Area” we are referring to the 4 Areas in the school – 
Preps, Year 1/2s, Year 3/4s and Year 5/6s) Each Area will have its own 
session at the following times: 

 Tuesday 23 February: Preps at 6.15pm and Year 3/4s at 7.30pm 

 Thursday 25 February: Year 1/2s at 6.15pm and Year 5/6s at 
7.30pm 

Following consultation with parents and the success of this format for other 
such occasions last year, they are all being held online.  Details of how to 
participate via Webex will be sent to families of children in each Area.  
These sessions will inform you about many of the things that your child will 
encounter in the year ahead. Being held online, we ask that that you follow 
the protocols that will be explained to you but, there will be the opportunity 
to ask questions. 
Given that we are still fairly new to doing this sort of thing online, we ask for 
your patience should we have any technical issues on the night! 

 
Parent Workshop 
The workshop which had been scheduled for this week, which was to help 
Prep parents support their children with reading and Numeracy, has been 
postponed until Tuesday 2 March. 
 

Connect with CPS Over Morning Tea! 

Next Friday morning after drop off we have a 
very special morning tea in the Hall from 
9.00 – 10.00am. The purpose of this occasion 
is to drum up interest from parents in 
helping our school this year. One of our 
school Annual Implementation Plan Goals is 
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about connections and we want to kick this off over a lovely 
catered morning tea complete with coffee cart, when we can 
all make a few new connections and hopefully, entice you to 
make closer connections by getting involved at CPS.  
 
In particular we’re hoping to encourage involvement in our 
Parents & Friends Club, as a grade Parent Rep or on School 
Council Subcommittees but even if it’s helping in your child’s 
classroom program, that would be great too! 
We are hoping for a big turn out so please join us! 
 
Year 5/6 Camp 
Last week I was fortunate to join our Year 5/6 children and 7 other staff 
members on their camp at Cave Hill Creek, just out of Beaufort. It was an 
amazing setting with a spectacular mealtime view across the picturesque 
lake. It must have been impressive given the children’s comments that “It 
looks like a painting!” We all enjoyed a great range of activities and being so 
early in the year, it was a great opportunity to build new relationships that 
will help us all throughout the year. 
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Rescheduling of Year 3/4 Camp 
Speaking of camps, this week’s Year 3/4 camp was unable to proceed due to 
this week’s lockdown. The good news, though, is that we’ve been able to 
secure an alternate date, which is not always possible. We are now looking 
forward to going to Waratah Beach in Week 9 of Term 2 – Wednesday 16 to 
Friday 18 June.  

 
Year 3/4 Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations to all our Year 3/4 children who took part in our Swimming 
Carnival at Prahran Pool last week. Unfortunately, our Year 5/6 s could not 
join them due to a clash with their camp. Apart from thanking our own staff 
who attended, our thanks goes to Sam FitzGerald from Windsor PS, with 
whom we shared the day, for his organization of the event.  
Congratulations to our winners, Kiiro.  
 
The results were: 
4th 160 points- Midori 
3rd 360 points- Ao 
2nd 430 points- Aka 
1st- 470 points- Kiiro 

Presentation of Leadership Badges 
At last week’s Assembly, our School and House Captains and Vice Captains 
had their badges presented by Tim Wilson MP, member for the federal 
electorate of Goldstein. Mr Wilson also provided us with 2 new Australian 
flags which now flutter proudly from our two flagpoles.  
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Pupil  Free Day 

Don’t forget that we have a Pupil Free Day 
on Tuesday 9 March, during which staff 
will be looking at Wellbeing. There is no 
school for children that day but Camp 
Australia will be operating a whole day 
program, as they will be on our next Pupil 

Free Day on Monday 19 April (First day of Term 2). 
 
Bubble Launch 
Despite its postponement, both children and staff enjoyed our 
Bubble Launch to celebrate the end of our Start Up program. There 
were certainly some great bubble blowing techniques on display! 
 

 
 

District Swimming Carnival 
Good luck to those Year 3 to 6 children representing CPS in next week’s 
District Swimming carnival being held at Prahran next Wednesday. Year 3 & 
4 children were selected on the basis of their results at our own swimming 
carnival last week while Year 5 & 6 entrants were selected based on last 
year’s performance given their inability to participate in our own Swimming 
Carnival.  

 
School Council Elections 

Nominations for School Council will open 
today, Friday 19 February. We are very 
fortunate to have not only a very hard 
working Council but also one which operates 
very efficiently & cooperatively. I would like 
to thank the three parent representatives 
whose 2 year terms are up – Kara L, Chris S & 

James M, and DET member, Margaret Gordon.  Additional information is 
provided below which may assist you in considering nominating for Council. 
Nomination Forms are available from the Office & must be submitted by 
next Friday, 26 February. Should the number of nominations exceed the 
number of vacancies (3 in the Parent category and 1 in the DET employee 
category) an election will be held. 

 
Tutors at CPS 
Given the learning disruptions some of our students faced during their 2020 
school year, we are delighted to share with you the additional targeted 
learning support that our school will be providing to your child during 
Semester 1 this year. This additional support is available through the 
Victorian Government’s $250 million investment in the Tutor Learning 
Initiative, which supports schools to address disruptions to students’ 
learning as a result of COVID-19.  
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The Tutor Learning Initiative enables schools across 
Victoria to engage qualified teachers as tutors to work 
with small groups of students and support their learning. 
The initiative is consistent with Australian and 
international evidence, which shows that small group 

tutoring is one of the most effective educational interventions available to 
support students to progress in their learning. 
During the past weeks, our staff have been accessing Year 1 – Year 6 
achievement data and other measures of learning, as a means of gauging 
which of our students expected learning progress may have been impacted 
by remote and flexible learning due to COVID-19 in 2020.  
In the coming week, some families will be notified that their child has been 
selected to participate in three one hour group tutoring lessons per week in 
possibly Literacy – Reading, Writing, and/or Numeracy. Small group support 
will involve withdrawal from class three times each week. Your child’s 
progress will be monitored as part of the program and updates about their 
progress will be available throughout Semester 1.  
Our two newly appointed Tutor teachers; Miss O’Dowd and Miss Emmett 
will do their very best to minimise disruptions, ensure the Literacy and 
Numeracy programs complement the regular curriculum and supports the 
lessons taking place in the classroom.  
Your child’s education and wellbeing is our priority. In addition to the tutor 
support provided through the Initiative, all our teachers are working hard to 
provide a teaching and learning program that targets the needs of every 
child in the school. Our on-going Literacy support intervention program will 
continue for other students, with programs such as MiniLit and Toe By 
Toe.    
If you have any questions regarding your child’s selection, please contact the 
school via email or using the general feedback form on Schoolstream. 
 
After School Sport 

A number of parents have expressed interest in their 
children participating in after school sport. We are 
currently exploring options for this with a view to a 
program commencing in Term 2. We’ll let you know 
details of this once confirmed.  

 
PETER GRAY 
Principal 
 
 

From the Teachers  

READING READING READING 
When students read widely and often the benefits are huge…. 

 Increased vocabulary 

 Increased writing skills 

 Increased analytical skills 

 Increased knowledge 
The list goes on… and It is also important to note, reading widely and often 
is also important for adults! 
 
At CPS we aim to instil a love of reading in our students, and we would love 
your support with this. Reading at home should be fun, certainly not 
stressful! 
At school, we learn about ‘just right’ books. To tell if it is a ‘just right’ book 
students check if they; 

1. Can read most of the words on their own 
2. Understand the main parts of the text  
3. Are interested in the text 
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Research shows, that if students always read texts that are too hard, or too 
easy, they will not make as much progress in reading. We are always looking 
for texts that give the right amount of challenge for each student.  
 
A reminder to all families, that our local Glen Eira Library has a treasure 
trove of great texts for FREE! Another great bonus is that as a member you 
can access a huge number of e-books and audio books from the comfort of 
your own home via the app.   
 
If you are not yet a member, sign up today!   
https://library.gleneira.vic.gov.au/about-us/membership/join-the-library 
Personally, I am a huge fan of the audio books collection!  
Krystal Ryan 
Acting Learning Specialist & Literacy-English Coordinator 

 

From the Office  

Payments 
We have had a number of queries in the Office regarding BPay and 
School/Family Codes. 
 
The Office LOVES BPay as it greatly simplifies our processing and reduces 
the amount of paper used – especially at this time of year when we are 
flooded with payments. 

 
 
When you receive an invoice, there will be two codes noted: The Biller Code 
is the School Code. It will not change for any payment.  
 
The Ref Code is 10 digits. This is YOUR personal Family code and will also not 
change, so you can make repeated payments for your student/s using these 
codes whenever you receive an invoice. 
If you have any further questions please email us at 
caulfield.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 

From the Parents Club 

Parents and Friends Club update 

It was lovely to meet many of our new families at New Parent's Information 
Session last Tuesday. I look forward to catching up with many more CPS 
parents at the Parents' Morning Tea on Friday 26th February. 
 
Just a reminder that the P&FC Annual General Meeting is scheduled for 9am 
Friday 12th March. All are welcome. We are looking to appoint new 
Executive members to replace outgoing representatives. Please come along 
- particularly if you are interested in nominating yourself as an Executive 
member. No particular skills are needed, just people who are interested in 
supporting CPS social activities and willing to roll up their sleeves. If you 
want further information on the role of P&FC and its Executive members, 
please come and talk to me at school pick-up or email me at 
lara.mortoncox@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://library.gleneira.vic.gov.au/about-us/membership/join-the-library
mailto:lara.mortoncox@gmail.com
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SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES 
IT DO? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school 
council. They are legally constituted bodies that 
are given powers to set the key directions of a 
school within state-wide guidelines. In doing 
this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of 
education that the school provides for its 
students. 
 

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
For most primary school councils, there are three possible categories of 
membership: 
• A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total 
members must be from this category. Department of Education and Training 
(DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as 
they are not engaged in work at the school 
• A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category 
may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of school 
council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members 
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office 
of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual 
school council elections. 
 
WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable 
skills that can help inform and shape the direction of the school. Those 
parents who become active on a school council 
find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their children feel a 
greater sense of belonging. 
 
DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, 
councillors may need to develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that 
are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your child’s 
school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the 
school’s future. 
 
HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are 
held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people 
nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this, you 
might seriously consider 
• standing for election as a member of the school council  
• encouraging another person to stand for election. 
 
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 
following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All school council 
elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line 
has been varied by the Minister. 
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to 
nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent 
category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they 
are not engaged in work, are eligible to nominate for parent membership of 
the school council at that school. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the 
time stated on the Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form 
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Receipt via post or email following the receipt of your completed 
nomination. 
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies 
on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for 
nominations has closed. 
 
REMEMBER 
• Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are 
not sure what to do. 
• Consider standing for election to school council this year. 
• Be sure to vote in the elections. 
Contact the Principal for further information. 
 
 

 
 


