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“Caulfield Primary School is committed to respectful relationships amongst all community members” 

 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 

Weds 10th  Years 3 – 4 Swimming Carnival  
NO Prep students at school no 2 

 

Weds 10th – Fri 12th  Years 5/6 Camp @Cave Creek  

Weds 17th  NO Prep students at school no 3  

Weds 17th – Fri 19th  Years 3/4 Camp @ Waratah Beach  

Weds 24th  NO Prep students at school no 4  

Fri 26th  Parents Morning Tea  

MARCH 2021 

Tues 9th  CPS Pupil Free Day – NO students at 
school 

 

From the Principal 
Welcome to 2021 

What a lovely start to 
2021 we’ve had here at 
CPS! Our Preps have had 
an amazingly calm start 
to their formal schooling 
much to the delight of 
staff and parents! All our 
other year levels have 
had similar starts to the 

year which is testament to the 
great children we have here 
plus the efforts of our staff to 
ensure a smooth start.  
Fingers crossed that the year 
continues that way, and that we 
can avoid a repeat of the 
interrupted year of 2020.  
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Welcome Picnic Cancelled 
As was advised last week, unfortunately the Welcome Picnic 
tentatively scheduled for tonight is unable to be held due to 
the COVID related conditions making it too problematic to 
hold. 
 
We Need You! 
One of our priorities this year is to enhance parent 
involvement in our school. This is even a priority in our 2021 
Annual Implementation Plan! Later in this Newsletter you can 
read about “How You Can Help CPS” and additional 
information in Lara’s “Parent’s & Friends Club News” but to 
kick off our efforts we’re having a catered morning tea in the 
Hall on Friday 26 February at 9.00am, straight after drop off. 
We’d really love you to join us then, to meet some new people 
and hear about how you can support our school in 2021.  
Parents are a critical partner in our school’s educational and 
community based approach and more involvement through 
PF & C would be a fabulous and very much needed outcome. 
 
Communication with Teachers 
If wanting to make a time to meet with a teacher please do so 
through the Office either by School Stream or email. Messages 
will be passed on. Alternately you may be able to catch a 
teacher in the yard after school, and make an appointment 
then. 
 
Playground Development 

Our children are loving playing in the 
middle area of the playground which 
was recently laid with synthetic turf, 
with fabulous new seating installed. In 
fact we have some more furniture on 

its way! This project was 
completed courtesy of a 
grant we received from DET 
meaning the funds that had 
been earmarked for this, 
can be used elsewhere.  
 
Death of Ron Patterson 
It is with some sadness that I announce the passing of Ron 

Patterson; a former student of CPS 
who attended here in the 1920s! 
Ron passed away recently at the 
great age of 99. 
In recent years Ron had become a 
good friend to our school speaking 
to the children about his 
experiences at CPS during his 
childhood, sharing his wartime 

experiences as a Spitfire pilot, supporting various projects 
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financially and providing an ongoing legacy in the form of the 
Patterson Award for General Excellence which each year is 
awarded to 2 of our Year 6 students at Graduation.  
Ron will be missed by many of us but it is lovely to know that 
his name will live on at CPS.  
 
Presentation of School & House Captains’ Badges 
Every second Monday at 9.00am we have a whole school 
Assembly outside, near the “stage”. At this Monday’s 
Assembly Tim Wilson MP will present badges of Office to our 
2021 School and House Captains and Vice Captains. Tim is the 
member for Goldstein in the Federal Parliament. 
Parents are encouraged to attend our Assemblies but are 
asked to act respectfully during them by not talking and by 
joining in with the singing of the National Anthem. Also, 
please remember to keep at least 1.5 metres away from other 
people. 
 
Year 3/4 & 5/6 Camps 
This Wednesday our Year 5/6 children head off to camp at 
Cave Hill Creek at Beaufort. This is a new camp venue for us 
but comes highly recommended. The following week our Year 
3/4 children head to Waratah Beach Camp at Waratah Bay in 

South Gippsland. Both activities 
promise to provide many happy 
memories for our children. 
In advance, I’d like to thank the many 
staff who are attending these camps. 
When staff attend camps they are on 
duty 24/7 and receive no overtime or 
other benefit, other than the 

satisfaction of making such memorable experiences available 
to our children. Further to that, attending camps also takes 
them away from their own families and commitments so, it is 
well worth us acknowledging their attendance at camp. 
I will be attending both camps so during my absence, Miss 
Gordon will be in charge.   
 
Parent Workshops 
We have two parent workshops coming up, the first of which 
is next Tuesday 9 February at 9.00am in the Hall. This one 
features a number of people speaking about different aspects 
of school life including out of school hours care, instrumental 

music lessons, parking & traffic 
around the streets surrounding the 
school, hints for first time Prep 
parents and a whole lot more. This 
session is especially aimed at 
parents new to our school, 

including all Prep parents, but anyone is welcome to attend. 
The week after on Tuesday 16 February, also at 9.00am, we 
have a workshop for Prep parents on how to support your 
child with reading and Maths.  
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No Sharing of Food 
We have had a number of queries from parents asking if they 

can provide items to be shared with 
classmates on the occasion of their child’s 
birthday. Unfortunately, again due to the 
COVID restrictions, this is not possible. This 

applies to both food and non-food items. 
 
Start Up 
The first couple of weeks of the school year is known as Start 

Up. It’s a time when we 
really focus on setting the 
scene for the year ahead as 
the teachers and children get 
to know one another and 
work on things like 
Behavioural Expectations and 
Consequences, revising our 

School Values (Excellence, Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, 
Kindness and Diversity), setting goals for the year, coming up 
with Area mottos or Passion Statements, practising our school 
oath and song, and the national anthem, and so on.  
During Start Up all our children have a free first aid lesson with 
St John Ambulance as well as dance lessons with Footsteps 
Dance Company. Also today at 1.00pm we will have a Bubble 
Launch to celebrate the end of Start Up, to which parents are 
invited.  
Drop Off & Pick Up 

As we continue to grow, traffic around the 
school continues to worsen.  Please ensure 
you follow all parking and traffic restrictions 
around the school, in the interests of 
children’s safety. There is a Kiss and Go area in 
Poplar Street and we encourage parents to 
use this if driving to school. Please remember, 
though, that parents should not be getting out 

of their cars in this area.  
 
Swimming Carnival 
Next Wednesday our Year 3/4s will be participating in our 
Swimming Carnival at Prahran Pool. As there are both 
swimming and novelty events, it is expected that all children 
will participate.  Unfortunately due to confusion over dates 
and a clash with their camp, Year 5/6s will not be taking part 
this year. Alternate arrangements are currently being explored 
so that Year 5/6s wishing to participate in the District 
Swimming carnival can take part through trials.  
 
Please Keep Entrances Clear 

Parents are asked to keep 
access entrances clear at 
the start and end of the 
day. This includes the 
section of the veranda 
outside the Office, the 
passage outside the 

Office as well as the pedestrian gate near the Prep building.  
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Again, due to our increasing size, it is important that we keep 
these areas clear.  
 
Information Evenings 
Information Sessions will be held for each Area in the week 
commencing Monday 25 February (Week 5). Following input 
from parents with an overwhelming response, the sessions 
will be held via Webex. Details on how to access these Parent 
information sessions will be provided shortly. 
 
Life Education 

This year we are again having the Life 
Education program at CPS. This highly 
regarded program involves each grade 
having a lesson next week, which will 
complement our Health and Wellbeing 
program. Payment for the Life Ed program 
will be included in the Term Invoices being 
sent home next week. 

 
Classroom Cuisine 
Online ordering of lunches from Classroom Cuisine will 
commence soon. Details are provided below. 
 
Junior Rockers 
Instrumental music lessons with Junior Rockers commenced 
this week. Parents interested in their child/ren taking part can 
go to www.juniorrockers.com or call 1300 GO ROCK 
 
How Can You Help CPS? 

One of the many strengths of our 
school is the great school 
community that we have and that 
comes about, largely, by the 
involvement of parents in our 
school life. There are many ways 
you can contribute to our school 

including: helping with classroom programs, assisting with 
excursions, joining School Council or one of its sub-
committees, joining the Parents and Friends Club, taking on a 
Class Representative role or attending Working Bees, just to 
mention a few. In addition you may have a particular interest 
or area of expertise which could be use. For example we have 
one parent with a background in Librarianship who has helped 
in our Library while one of our fathers is our “honorary” 
handyman. It may even be that through your employment, 
that you have contacts who may be able to assist our school 
with the donation of goods or services. We also have Building 
and Library Funds which have tax deductible status to which 
monetary donations are always welcome – the list of 
possibilities is endless! 
Information about some of these opportunities will be 
forthcoming but I really encourage you to offer your support 
in whatever way you can.  
 
 
 

http://www.juniorrockers.com/
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Our School value of Kindness - Helping CPS Families 
In recent years we had had some very generous families offer 
to assist other CPS families who may struggle to pay for some 

of the larger sums required for 
student activities such as camps, 
swimming, etc. If anyone is interested 
in offering such support, please 
contact me to discuss it. This is in 
addition to the fantastic support we 
were able to offer families last year 
through other families donating 

supermarket vouchers to help those in need.   
 
Privacy 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and 
parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection 
statement, found on our website www.caulfieldps.vic.edu.au 
 
Updates to CPS Photographing, filming and recording of 
students. 
 On our website you will find the CPS Photographing, filming 
and recording students Policy. This DET policy explains how 
we collect, use and disclose of this digital media. 
https://www.caulfieldps.vic.edu.au/page/221/Policies 
The previous policy required parents to complete a Consent 
form at the commencement of a student’s enrolment 
regarding this media, however the new DET policy now 
requires parents to complete a consent form every year. We 
encourage you to read this policy and we will be sending 
home a document for your signature next week. Without the 
completion and return of this document your children will 
unfortunately not be able to participate in school 
photographed or recorded events. 
 
Accident, Injury & Property Insurance 
Parents are advised that the school does not have insurance 
covering injury from accidents or damage to, or loss of, 
property. If wanted, parents would need to seek private 
commercial insurance. In the case of valuables being brought 
to school, we recommend anything deemed valuable be left at 
home in order to avoid loss or damage.  

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund helps eligible families to cover 
the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a 
Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or 
Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, 
you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration 
category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.caulfieldps.vic.edu.au/page/221/Policies
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Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary 
school students. Payments are made direct to the school to 
use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do 
not need to complete an application form this year, unless 
there has been a change in your family circumstances.  
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the 
school office and ask for an application form.  
You can also download the form, and find out more about the 
program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and 
Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please 
return completed forms and a copy of your concession card to 
the school office as soon as possible. 
 
Student Use of Mobile Phones Policy 
As per our School Policy, any phones brought to school must 
be turned off and securely stored during school hours. It is 
suggested that phone tracking on your child’s phone is turned 
on in case it gets misplaced. As always, no responsibility can 
be accepted for the loss of or damage to phones or other 
valuables.  
Anaphylaxis, Allergy & Asthma Action Plans 
Parents are asked to ensure that we have correct information 
about children with known medical conditions particularly 
Anaphylaxis, Allergy and Asthma Action Plans. Parents of such 
children are also obliged to ensure that Plans are up to date 

and that the necessary 
treatment such as Epipens or 
spare asthma inhalers are up 
to date. This week Office staff 
have had to chase up over 35 
families who have not 
provided up to date plans, 
medications or information 

which, especially in the first week of school, takes a lot of 
time. Please ensure all medical and contact details are kept up 
to date.  
 
Digital Device User Agreement 
All children and parents are required to complete our Digital 
Device User agreement indicating an awareness of our 
expectations in regard to the use of digital devices.  Without 
this, children will not be able to access the internet at school.  
 
Building Works 

The eastern end of the main building (which 
incidentally is 100 years old this year!) is 
currently surrounded by scaffolding as we are 
having some roof guttering replaced. During 
those works the bike racks will be out of 
bounds so children riding bikes to school are 
asked to leave them between the Hall and the 

sports shed. 
 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
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Grumpy Betty Supporting CPS 
Grumpy Betty is a store located on Glenhuntly Road just about 
opposite our school, and is operated by two of our parents – 
Kara and Elizabeth. The shop sells artisan and second hand - 
retro, vintage and antique homewares, furniture, clothes, toys 
and more! Our school has just received a generous donation 
of over $400 from Grumpy Betty based on a percentage of all 
sales from the “MG” collection. Please consider paying them a 
visit and supporting CPS in the process.  
PETER GRAY 
Principal 
 

From the Office  

Classroom Cuisine commencing next Weds 10th 
We have been advised by Classroom Cuisine that they will be 
providing lunch service from next week.  
Classroom Cuisine has provided the following update: 
‘Please know and be assured that we have Food Safety and 
Occupational Health and Safety at the forefront of our minds. 
In our workplace we are following government mandated 
advice around Masks, Gloves and Temperature Checks…so 
when the government says they’re on - you can be assured 
they’ll be on! 
 
We have completed a Covid Safe Plan for our workplace in 
accordance with the guidelines from DHHS.  In terms of Food 
Handling and Safety we’ve always adhered to best practice 
and fortunately never had a food safety issue so we’re 
confident we can operate safely on that level! Best wishes to 
all for a Happy, healthy and productive year! Classroom 
Cuisine Team 
For your information the menu is included at the end of this 
newsletter. After next week please refer to the Classroom 
Cuisine website https://classroomcuisine.com.au/ 
 

From the PFC  

Parents and Friends Club news 
 
A big Hello and Happy 2021 from your Parents and Friends 
Club (P&FC)! I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
all the new members of our school community - and welcome 
back our returning families. It has been wonderful to see 
everyone in and around the school yard over the last week. 
 
Just a few updates from us this week: 
Annual General Meeting: 
The 2021 P&FC Annual General Meeting has been scheduled 
for: 
Time: 9-9:45am Friday 12th March 
Location: Spare Room (former 1/2E classroom next to the 
office) 
 

The main purpose of the AGM is to elect incoming committee 
members for 2021, particularly for the key positions of 
President, Treasurer and Secretary. It would be great to have 
fresh ideas and perspectives for planning the P&FC forward 

https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
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program, so all parents and friends are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  
 
We need you! 
P&FC is looking for new committee members. If you are 
interested in getting involved in this fun and friendly 
committee, please come along to the AGM or contact our 
current President Lara T (lara.mortoncox@gmail.com) or say 
hello to me in the school yard.  
Don't want to be a fully-fledged committee member but 
looking for ways to contribute to school life? P&FC are always 
looking for parents and carers to help out at our events. If you 
haven’t yet volunteered for a P&FC event, feel free to propose 
an event or put your hand up at the next call out for help and 
see what all the fun is about. If you have any questions, please 
contact Lara. 
 
Lara T 
P&FC President  

 

 

mailto:lara.mortoncox@gmail.com
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